
Fire Marshals and Fire Systems Retes�ng staff 

conduct Fire Department Site Plan reviews to 

ensure emergency access; adequate fire hy-

drant loca�ons; fire flows; fire department 

connec�ons; fire lanes; ladder truck accessi-

bility in mid-rise to high-rise buildings and 

handicap accessibility. In addi�on, the physi-

cal designs of the streets are examined for 

characteris�cs such as width, length and 

grade to ensure adequate fire department 

access. 

CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT TODAY: 

Alexandria Fire Department 

Fire Preven�on and Life Safety Sec�on 

900 Second Street 

Alexandria, Virginia 22314 

(703) 746-5227 

(703) 838-5093 fax 

h@p://alexandriava.gov/fire/default.aspx 

Fire Marshals conduct inves�ga�ons of fire 
and explosive related incidents within the 
City, as well as incidents involving the release 
of hazardous materials and environmental 
crimes. Fire Marshals are empowered with 
full law enforcement powers to conduct crimi-
nal inves�ga�ons, make arrests and prepare 
cases for prosecu�on related to these crimes. 

Fire Marshals 
also inves�gate 
burn related 
injuries and 
construc�on 
accidents. 
 
Environmental 
Inves�ga�on 
Unit 
Fire Marshals 
are tasked with 

the inves�ga�on of releases of hazardous ma-
terials; response to complaints of illegal 
dumping of hazardous materials, and environ-
mental crimes.  They conduct annual permit 
inspec�ons and proac�ve inspec�ons of all 
hazardous and industrial use buildings in the 
City.  The Environmental Inves�ga�on Unit 
reviews and maintains records of spill preven-
�on and countermeasure plans for facili�es 
that require them; support and assist other 
City agencies to review current environmental 
cases and issues. 
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FIRE PREVENTION & LIFE SAFETY SECTION 

 

Dedicated to our Community, 

Our Profession and Each Other 

The Fire Marshals also inspect for fire and 
life safety hazards in all exis�ng commer-
cial, mul�-family dwellings and state-
licensed facili�es including daycare, foster 
homes, nursing homes, schools and hospi-
tals.  

 
 
 
In addi�on, Fire 
Marshals con-
duct special 
event inspec-
�ons where such 
things as tempo-
rary tents, out-
door food ven-
dors and bon 
fires are com-
mon. Fire Mar-
shals inves�gate 

complaints of overcrowding, locked or 
blocked exits and residen�al hoarding. 

•    Educate the Community on Fire Code Requirements 

•    Work with Property Owners to Ensure Fire Protec�on 

Systems Meet Inspec�on Requirements 

Fire Protection 
Systems 

The sec�on administers the Virginia 

Statewide Fire Preven�on Code, applica-

ble sec�ons of the Virginia Construc�on 

Code and provisions of the Code of the 

City of Alexandria. Staff inspects exis�ng 

proper�es for compliance with these 

codes as well as providing informa�on 

and educa�on to property owners, their 

representa�ves, and the occupants to 

achieve code compliance. The sec�on 

provides inspec�on and oversight for the 

retes�ng of exis�ng fire protec�on sys-

tems. Inspec�on staff responds to com-

plaints and conducts annual inspec�ons 

to ensure proper opera�on of these cri�-

cal life safety systems.   Fire Marshals in-

ves�gate incidents rela�ng to fires, explo-

sion related incidents, as well as, inci-

dents involving the release of hazardous 

materials and environmental crimes.  

 in-service, func�oning properly, in-

spected, tested, and maintained appro-

priately. The Fire Protec�on Systems 

Retes�ng Unit deals with all types of fire 

protec�on systems including fire sprin-

kler, fire 

pump, stand-

pipe, sup-

pression, fire 

hydrants, 

alarm, detec-

�on, smoke 

control, and 

access con-

trol systems.    

FPR inspectors witness fire protec�on 

system inspec�ons and tests performed 

by the building owners, the owner rep-

resenta�ves, or their contractors.  

• Fire Preven�on Code Inspec�ons. 

• Fire Protec�on Systems Retes�ng Inspec�ons. 

• Inves�ga�ons of Fires, Explosions and Environmen-

tal Crimes. 

• Response to Citywide Nuisance Complaints aFer 

normal business hours. 

Inspections 
The Alexandria Fire Department Fire Pre-
ven�on and Life Safety Sec�on is respon-
sible for all Fire Preven�on, Fire Protec-
�on Systems Retes�ng, and Inves�ga�on 
func�ons for the City of Alexandria. 

Purpose 
Fire Marshals conduct Fire Preven�on Per-
mit inspec�ons.  Staff is responsible for 
preven�ng fires through annual inspec-
�ons of permi@ed commercial or public 
buildings, licensed facili�es and industrial 
opera�ons and other buildings within the 
City of Alexandria.   

The Fire Protec�on Systems Retes�ng 
Unit (FPR) ensures exis�ng fire protec-
�on systems throughout the City are 


